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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE SURVEY PUBLICATIONS

The basic unit of the NIS is the General Survey, which, is now
published in a bound-by-chapter format so that topics: of greufer per-
ishability' can be updated on an individual basis. These chapters—Country
Profile, The Society, Government and Politics, The Economy, Military Geog-
raphy, Transportation and Telecommunications, Armed Forces, Science, and
Intelligence and Security, provide the primary NIS coverage. Some chapters,
particularly Science and Intéiligence and/ Security, that are not pertmen' to
all countries, are produced selectively. For small countries requiring only
minimal NIS 1reofment the General Survey coverage may be bounu into
one volume. :

Supplementing the General Survey is fhe NIS Bas:c lnielhgence Fact-
book, a ready reference publication that semiannually updates key sto-
tistical data found in the Survey. An unclassitied edition of the factbook
omits some details on the economy, the defense forces, ‘and the intelligerice
and security organizations.

Although detailed sections on many topics were part of the NIS .
Prograr:, production of these sections has been phased out. Those.pre- |
viously produced will continue to be available as long as the maijor
portion of the study is considered valid. ¢

A quarterly listing of all active NIS units is published in the Inventory
of Avaiiable NIS Publications, which is also -bound into the concurrent
classified Factbook. The Inventory lists all NIS units by area name and
number and includes classification -and date of issue; .it thus facilitates the
ordering of NIS units as well as their filing, cataloging, and utilization.

Initial dissemination, additiona! copies of NIS “units, or separate
chapters of the General Surveys can be obtained directly or through
ligison channels from the Central Intelligence Agency.

The General Survey .is prepared for the NIS by the Central Intelligence
Agency and the Defense Intelligence Agency under the general direction
of the NIS Committee. It is coordinated, edited, published, and dissemi-
nated by the Central Intelligence Agency.

WARNING

This ains the national defense of vhe United States, within the
meaning of fitle 15 seenens 793 und 794 ef the US coce, or
of its contents 1o or receipt by an person is d by law.

CLASSIFIED BY 019641 EXEMPT FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFI- I

TION SCHEDULE OF E. O. 11652 EXEMPTION CATEGORIES
5! (1), (2), (3). DECLASSIFIED ONLY ON APPROVAL OF THE
DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE.
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WARNING

The NIS is National intelligencs and may not be re-
leased or shown to representatives of any foreign govern-
ment or international body except by specific avthorization

. of the dfredqr of Central Intelligence in uccordance with
the provisions of National Security Council Inn\(lligcnu Di-

rective No. 1.

For NIS containing unclassified material, however, the
portions so marked may be made availcble for official pur-
poses to foreign nationals and nongovernment personnel
provided no aftribution is made to National Intelligence or

z the National Intelligence Survey.

Subsections and graphics are individually clossified
according to content, Classification/control designa-

tions are:
(U/OU)  Unclassified/For Official Use Only
(C) Confidential
(S) Secret
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FIGURE 3. Vatajokull is the largest glacier in Iceland. The
central part of the glacier has gently rolling surfaces, but
the margins are gashed by great crevasses and the main
valleys on the southern and eastern borders are occupied
by tongues of ‘ce, such as shown here, which have rvgged,
corrugated surfaces. (U/OU)

range in width from several hundred feet to over o
mile and are generally deep and swift. The high witer
period generally is between carly June and late
September, with the ighest stage in July when the
thawing of snow and iéis greatest. Violent foods,
caused by the breaking nf\"iu' dams in streams. may
ocetr al any time between June and October and ny
flood areas 3 or 6 miles wide, On rare occasions fleads
may result from voleanic eruptions beneath glaciers.
Streambunks are ('nnlﬂh?iﬂ_\ low and marshy in the
plains: however, in the hills and monntains and along
the platean edge, streams generally flow through deep,
steep-walled. rocky gorges. Bottoms are commonly
compaosed of sund. gravel. cobble, and boulder in the
upper reaches and of soft mud or quicksand in the
lower reaches. Teeland Tas many small lakes, marshes.
hot springs, ‘und geysers.

(s )l

FIGURE 4. The plain along the southern coast of Iceland is
pinched out near Vik by the dissected edge of the
plateau, which drops precinitously to the sea {U/OU)

R T

FIGURE 5. Waterfalls mark the points where streoms
plunge across the steep.sided edges of the
rior pl In these by b
contain large boulders, and currents or

Cultare featunes are spane i mont of leeland The
population is restticted almest entiteds t the cnastal
lowkinds and valless. the intetior i vittnall
uninhabited. Fasm generally widelh spaced. ond
farm buildings are ordinarily constineted of lava
blocks or conerete. Craltivated fickds near the lopes
are commonly enclosed I walls of tugf or stone The
scattered small tonns and villages, mainds fishing o
local trade conters, are genesally Tocated o or neat the
couast. Buildings in the villages and smalles towns are
mosthy small wooden strnctuses with cormgated iron
wols: many baildings in the larger tiwne ane of
reinforced conetete. The settlements are connected I
a spane network of mainly one-lane geas el-sarfaced
roads. Mosi of the few hard-surfaced toads ae in o
near RevkKiavik, the largest town
ratilroads,

There are no

2. Climate”

Teeland s a0 predominantly maritione climate
Winters, particularly along the coast. have relatively
mild temperatures Fignre 60 and summers ate cool
Eatensive light  precipitation.  high
humiditn, and faily strone sirface winds oeear
frequently thronghont the vear

Mean annual precipitation risnges fros les than 20
inches in parts of the north and mountaineus integior
to over 63 inches at several southern loca
monthly precipitation varies mostly between 1 and &
inches, and the greatest amounts generally veear in
late summer and in antunmn in the north and in
autumn and winter in the south, Precipitution falls
mostly as snow in winter and i in summer Stuow
reaches its greatest depth in November through Apnil.
when monthly averages exceed 12 inches in parts of
the north but are below 6 inches throughout the wanth

cloudiness,

“Thandenstorms are rare, ocenrring one or two tine

cach vear.
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FIGURE 7. The mountainous area northeast of Reykjavik

is deeply dis d ond has steep-sided, bar.
ten, tocky ridges that tise like islands above the general
level of the interior plateou surface. The mountains gen.
erolly ore snow d N ber through April. (C)

dreamms wonld be olntacles fom eatly Joune to Late
Septemint . Ontoad movement would be severels
dovmrdd it ans places nsharp canves steep grades.
fonde and narnw bridees T wintes, ads s be
Ulowched by owew it the highland ateas Most roads ate
wt capable ol antaining heass militany traffic
withomt Teevprent and extensive maintenance. Offroad
||i‘|~'t\.|| wonld b p"'r'lnlnl inmans ,'l.ll'i" h_\ steep
lepres omgh Lav s liehde, amd manhy areas 1nmost of
e oot ol constrnction wonld e severeh
bodeeed I the eenerally migeed termain. Alignments
would bw testnietesl. and mnch erading, blasting, and
bislging wonild be nevesaan Good conver from flat-
teaicetors fire would be prsided Iy sngface
ieegwlatities and deeambanks Concealment from air
aml gonned obnersation wonkd be limited in most of
the vountre Sonmwe convealirent would be afforded in
smntnes by scattered patelies of bitch fort, mosth in
the westem pant of the idand  Numerous sites for
tunmeds banvang acdegguate tock covet and short entries
ate avatlabde. meeth in the cast, nonth, and west,
withite 15 miles oof the conaet Mint sites are aecessible
I it onads Bunhers conld be cvmstructed in many
atras o the conastal plaioe, i seseral ver valless, and
w Lirge arcas in the interion, however, materials in
these amras ate generally ooty consolidated and
wonihd teequine Jhoring

Conditens are genetally unfavorable for aishorne
amd aitmobile opetations In met areas, there are few
sites suitablle tor parachinte drops and assault aireralt
Lindding bevasse of steep dopes. mgeed surfaces, or
manhes Mthongh good sites ane available, mainly in
the sonthwest and nonth, eaits, especially in the

o
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northern interior, generally would be difficult. Sites for
landing assault-type aircraflt are available on airficlds
al Reykjuvik and near Keflavik. There are several
landing strips near the small towns around the coast.
Unprepared  helicopter landing sites are numerous
except in the more rugged areas. Airficld construction
would be difficult in most places. Air approaches and
runway orientations would commonly be restricted by
rugged terrain, and much grading and blasting would
be necessary. Construction of airfields having long
runways  and unrestricted approaches would be
limited to the smuall arcas of flat to gently rolling
plains, mostly in the southwest.

In most of Ieeland, conditions are poor for irregular
force operations. Concealment from air observation
would be almost nonexistent, and sustenance and
shelter are lacking in large parts of the country. Only
about one-third of the island has an uappreciable
vegetative cover of short grasses or low shrubs
interspersed with small areas of stunted trees; the
remainder is either barren or has only scattered plants.
What woodland exists is most extensive in the western
part of the island and consists mostly of small arcas of
scrubby birch, willow, and mountain ash. Rarely are
the trees more than 30 feet high, and they provide only

limited concealment from air observation. Alleviating
conditions, however, are abundant cloudiness and,
patticularly in late winter, restricted visibility because
of folz, snow, or rain. Settlements are widely dispersed
at irregular intervals along the coast, and food supplies
are largely confined to the coastal rim and consist of
livestock. mainly sheep and cattle, and fish from the
surrounding waters. Crops are limited to potatoes and
hardy vegetables. Water is available everywhere
except in isolated areas in the interior, the
southwestern peninsula, and a few areas along the
northern coast. Materials for shelter and fuel arc
extremely scarce. Supply by air could be effected in
extensive areas, and there are many beaches along the

coast suitable for supply of irregular forces by sea.
Roads are scarce and are confined mostly to the'

coastal littoral, but forces on foot could move almost
everywhere. Concealment from ground' ohservation
and cover from flat-trajectory fire would be provided
by dissected terrain except on the coastal plains and on
the nearly level platcau surfaces in the interjor.
Conditions ure generally unsuited for amphibious
operations. Although there are many beaches fairly
cvenly distributed along the coast, approaches
shoreward of the 3-fathom curve are severely
obstructed, most gradients are too flat for dry-ramp
LST landings, and exits would be mainly by tracks
and trails or cross-country on unfavorable terrain.
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C. Strategic area (C)..
- I B

The strategic area (I’igu“rfzs 8und I1)in lecland is in
the extreme southwestern part of the slvhd and
contains Revkjavik (Figure 9), the capita {
(population about 8§1,000), principal scaport, and the
industrial, commercial, and cultural center of the
country. Revkjavik handles over half of the foreign
trade of leeland and contains over half of the industry.

Industrial installations in the strategic arca primarily
are small and are concerned mainly with food
processing and producing light consumer goods. The
most important industries in  Revkjavik are fish
processing, textiles, and fertilizer. A cement factory is
located at Akranes (population approximately 4,000),
and electrical appliances are produced at Hafnar-
fjordhur (population approximately 9,000). The
largest aluminum smelter in the country (annual
capacity about 70,000 tons) is at Straumsvik, a rapidly
developing  industrial center. Large  hydraclectric
power installations supply the strategic area. and are
located on the Sog and Thjorsa rivers. Over half of the
population of the country is in the strategic area. and
d north

over 40% is in Revkjavik. Mvalfjordhar, a fig
of Revkjavik, affords an’ extensive anchorage area for
large occangoing vessels and was used as an assembly
point for convoys during World War 11. Of the four

airfields with permanent-surfuce runways in the

country, the best and largest is neur Keflavik
(population about 5.000): it is a joint civil-military
airfield used by U.S. military forces and international
airlines and is a NATO field. Another permanent-
surfaced airfield is the civil field at Revkjavik, an
international airport of entry.

Other important arcas are Akureyvri, Neskaupstad-
hur, and Vestmannaeyjar. Akureyri (population about
10,000), is the largest town in Iceland outside the
Reykjavik arca and the most important town and port
in the north. It is o commercial and marketing center
and fishing port. The most important industries are
fish processing and textile manufacturing. 1t has an
airfield that is «n international airport of entry.
Neskaupstadhur (population al.out 1,500) is the most
important town in eastern iceland. It is a fishing port.
and the major industry is fish processing. Vestman-
naeyjar (population about 5,000), located on an island
off the southern coast. has the best harbor in southern
Iceland and is an important codfishing center. It has a
civil airfield, and fish processing is the most important
industry.

) }
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